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Prime Minister Robert Abela
Office of the Prime Minister
Auberge de Castille
Valletta

cc Superintendent for Public Health, Dr Charmaine Gauci
cc Minister of Health, Dr Christopher Fearne
cc Minister for Home Affairs, Byron Camilleri
15 April 2020
Dear Prime Minister,

Re: Open letter from healthcare professionals and students in healthcare

We are writing to you to bring to your attention our position on the current events happening in
Malta’s search and rescue area (SAR) and Malta’s decision to close its ports to people rescued at sea.

The Armed Forces of Malta are being prevented from rescuing any boats in distress within Malta’s
SAR. This comes as a shock to us and raises the question: must our COVID-19 response come at the
expense of human rights?

The Hippocratic oath clearly states: “I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special
obligations to all my fellow human beings, those sound of mind and body as well as the infirm.” In this
situation, we must act to fulfill our obligations.

While boats have been adrift in Maltese waters, 15 people have died. Other boats have been illegally
pushed back into Libya, an active war zone. Rescue ships that have rescued people in distress are not
allowed to disembark their passengers in any ports, including Malta’s. They are left stuck at sea, slowly
exhausting their supplies with each passing day.

This refusal has ignited a backlash from all over Europe. Malta’s government is defending its decision
by stating:

“Malta is not in a position to offer a safe place for these immigrants, especially at a time of great
challenges in the health sector, and law enforcement. The situation today calls for all local
resources, including the Armed Forces, to be focused on the fight against the spread of the
coronavirus.”

In times of a pandemic, many otherwise normal actions come with a risk. Some of these risks we have
taken. For example, not enforcing a full public lockdown and allowing the hunting season to
commence. While rescuing people in distress at sea and allowing them to disembark in Malta is not
totally risk-free, it does not justify violating human rights and there are steps that can be taken to
mitigate risk.

We acknowledge that the current COVID-19 situation in Malta is serious. However, allowing people to
die in the name of public health is contradictory and utterly nonsensical. We cannot abandon our moral
and ethical responsibilities and the state likewise cannot abandon its positive obligation to protect the
right to life.

We ask the prime minister to reconsider his stance and to come to the aid of those whose lives are at
risk at sea. If we allow the government to pay for public health with people’s lives, we will have failed in
our obligations as citizens, healthcare workers, and as a nation.

! Statement to media of 9 April 2020.
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Yours sincerely,

Ms Shayma Shamo
Dr Alexander Clayman

and (names in alphabetical order)

Dr Aaron Schembri

Mr Abdullah Almalki

Ms Abigail Magro

Dr Adriyana Vassallo

Mr Aidan Magri
Professor Albert Fenech
Dr Alexandra Gauci Farrugia
Dr Alexandra Tortell

Mr Alistair Gollcher

Ms Alya Dashti

Ms Amber Sammut

Dr Andee Agius

Mr André Camilleri

Mr Andre Delicata

Dr Andrea Agius

Mr Andrea Cuschieri

Ms Andrea Schwaiger

Mr Andrew Attard Montalto
Mr Andrew Cuschieri

Dr Andrew Hall

Dr Andrew M Dimech

Dr Angeline Sapiano

Dr Anthea Pisani

Dr Anthony Samuel

Dr Antoine Galea

Ms Arianne Cutajar

Dr Arthur Curmi

Dr Ayman Mostafa

Mr Ben Caruana Montaldo
Mr Ben Fenech

Dr Carina Debattista

Ms Cheryl Marie Bajada
Dr Chris Giordimaina
Ms Christina Cutajar

Ms Christina Sant Fournier
Dr Christine Grech

Dr Christopher Barbara
Mr Christopher Mifsud
Dr Christopher Zammit
Dr Claude J Bajada

Mr Clive Michael Smith
Dr Cristina Farrugia

Ms Cristina Sollami

Mr Dalton Borg

Dr Danica Bonello Spiteri
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Dr Daniel Farrugia
Mr Daniel Formosa
Dr Daniel Mckean
Dr Daniela Bonello
Ms Daniela Grech
Ms Daniella Keen

Dr Daphne Gatt

Dr Darryl Pisani

Ms Daryl Azzopardi
Mr David Agius

Dr David Caruana
Mr David Ciantar

Dr David Coppini

Dr David Grima

Mr David Mangion
Mr David Pace

Dr Denise Borg

Ms Denise Gatt

Dr Denise Said

Mr Dennis Borg

Ms Diana Gauci

Mr Dorian Xuereb
Ms Dorianne Teuma
Dr Edward Sammut
Dr Elaine Agius

Ms Eliza Levinskaia
Ms Eliza Paolella

Ms Elsa Cassar

Ms Emily Diacono
Ms Emma Mifsud

Dr Enya Sammut

Mr Eric J Farrugia
Dr Erica Cilia

Dr Erika Briffa Zahra
Ms Fatma Kablan

Mr Fezaan Karim

Ms Florinda Camilleri
Ms Francesca Borg
Dr Francesca Camilleri
Ms Francesca Karlsson
Dr Francesca Schembri
Dr Francesco Galea

Ms Frederique Van Venetien

Mr Gabriel Vella

Dr Gabriella Demarco
Ms Ghislaine Calleja
Mr Gianluca Gatt

Dr Gilbert Gravino
Mr Gilbert Tanti

Dr Giulia Magro

Dr Giuliana Torpiano
Mr Glenn Briffa
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Dr Godfrey Farrugia
Dr Gorana Pecotic
Ms Greta Damato
Ms Hannah Debono
Ms Haya Al-Muzirai
Ms Heidi Sciberras
Ms Helga Consiglio
Mr Henri Farrugia
Mr Humayun Ahmad
Mr Husam Albahlani
Dr Ian Galea

Dr Iryna Kononenko
Professor Isabel Stabile
Mr Ishmael Bezzina
Mr Ismael Micallef
Ms Ivana Grech

Dr Ivana Grech

Mr Jack Vella

Dr Jacqueline Eleonora Ek
Ms Jade Camilleri
Mr Jake Zammit

Dr James Gauci

Mr James Scicluna
Dr Jamie Alexander Grech
Dr Jan Degiorgio

Dr Janice Abela

Dr Jeremy Fleri Soler
Ms Jessica Bonnici
Dr Jessica Camilleri
Ms Jessica Zammit
Dr Joanna Delia

Dr Joélle Azzopardi
Dr John Paul Cauchi
Dr John Torpiano
Mr John Xerri

Dr Jonathan Gauci
Dr Jonathan Zammit
Ms Josanne Drago Bason
Ms Josephine Curmi
Mr Joshua Storrs

Ms Judith Calleja

Ms Julia Woods
Professor Julian Mamo
Dr Justin Rizzo

Dr Justine de Gray
Dr Karen Torpiano
Ms Karin Vella

Dr Karl Camilleri

Ms Katryna Vassallo
Ms Katya Azzopardi
Ms Katya Zerafa

Dr Kelly Attard
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Professor Kevin Cassar
Ms Kimberly Callus
Ms Kirsten Agius

Dr Konrad Borg

Mr Kristian Cauchi Inglott
Ms Kristina Agius

Ms Kristina Pulis

Dr Kurt Magri

Mr Kyle Muscat

Ms Kylie Buhagiar

Dr Kyra Bartolo

Dr Lara Camilleri

Ms Laura Camilleri

Ms Laura Coppini

Ms Laura Demicoli

Ms Leah Gove

Dr Liam Mercieca

Dr Lianne Camilleri
Dr Liz Martinelli

Ms Lorna Borg

Dr Luisa Padovani

Mr Luke Bonett

Dr MA Zammit

Ms Maeva Bugain

Mr Malcolm Muscat
Mr Malcolm Sant

Ms Maria Bugeja

Ms Maria Christina Nappa
Dr Maria Farrugia

Dr Maria Grazia Grech
Ms Maria Paola Micallef
Ms Mariah Borg

Dr Marie Ciantar

Dr Mariella Mangion
Dr Marija Cauchi

Dr Marilyn Harney

Dr Mark Camilleri

Dr Mark Diacono

Mr Mark Farrugia

Dr Mark Spiteri

Dr Marlene Farrugia
Ms Mary Grace Camilleri
Dr Maryanne Caruana
Dr Maryanne Farrugia

Dr Martina Cassar Torreggiani

Dr Matthew Agius

Mr Matthew Galea
Mr Matthew Pace

Mr Max Dingli

Ms Melania Formosa
Dr Melanie Debono
Mr Michael Azzopardi
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Dr Michael Boffa

Dr Michael Brincat

Dr Michael Sullivan

Ms Michaela Abela

Ms Michaela Zammit
Ms Michela Attard

Dr Michela Frendo

Ms Michela Mallia

Ms Michela Pulis

Dr Michele Montanaro Gauci
Dr Michelle Boffa

Dr Mirabelle Pace

Ms Miriam Calleja Shaw
Ms Miriam Zammit

Dr Nadia Shamala

Dr Nadine Anne DeBattista
Mr Nathan Zammit

Mr Neil Muscat

Dr Nicholas Fava

Dr Nicholas Mamo

Dr Nicola Bonello

Dr Nicole Calleja

Dr Norma Pavia

Dr Paola Bonanno

Dr Paul Calleja

Dr Paul Torpiano

Professor Pierre Schembri-Wismayer

Ms Rachel Muscat Baron
Dr Rachel Taylor East
Dr Ramon Casha

Ms Raquel Pace

Ms Rebecca Caruana
Ms Rebecca Genuis
Dr Rebecca Zammit
Ms Rebekkah Portelli
Dr Reuben Vella Baldacchino
Ms Rita Camilleri

Ms Rita Fenech

Dr Rita Herczegh

Ms Rita Muscat

Ms Rosalind Sammut
Dr Rowena Zrinzo

Dr Russel Tilney

Dr Salvina Zrinzo

Mr Samuel Mifsud

Dr Sara Xuereb

Dr Sarah Scerri

Ms Saveria Cremona
Mr Sean Welsh

Mr Shaun Rizzo

Dr Silvaine Dalli

Mr Simon Attard
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Dr Simon Micallef

Ms Sophie Mifsud

Dr Stephanie Magri

Dr Stephen Borg Cardona
Dr Stephen Brincat

Mr Steve Micallef Eynaud
Ms Tania Buttigieg

Dr Tara Giacchino

Ms Thea Portelli

Dr Theresa Galea

Dr Theresia Dalli

Dr Thomas Calleja

Dr Timothy Paris

Dr Tiziana Pirotta

Mr Tonio Attard

Dr Valeska Padovese
Ms Vanessa Sciberras
Dr Veronica Bartolo
Mr Vik Johal

Mr Viorel Sarateanu
Dr Winston Bartolo
Ms Yasmine Azzopardi
Mr Yehia Aldaghili
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